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Cover of sales brochure

produced by A. G. Schwerman

ir the promotion of Sylvan Lake. The promotion

stated: “To reach Sylvan Lake take Milwaukee Avenue (21 and 45)

to l1alf Day. At Half Day turn left on Diamond Lake Road, continue through
Diamond Lake aboui a mile beyond and turn left on concrete 10 Sylvan Lake.”
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Preface

Why do we, an unincorporated small private lake communily have, or even want, a printed
history? The reason is that we belicve the Sylvan Lake community, its residents and its history are
truly special. We want 1o reflect on what made this arca special and 10 keep the spirit alive for the
years 10 come. We are proud of where we have been and where we are going. Volunteer cfforts
of many, residents have shaped the community and continue to keep it alive and keep it so special.
So this history is a tribulc for all who helped create Sylvan Lake's past, present and future. It is
impossible 10 mention everyone's name and accomplishments, so we apologize for omissions.
This documcent was compiled in 1991 from a prior history written by Vic Wallrab published in
1970, the minutes of the Sylvan Lake Improvement Association and Garden Club, and memories
ol many residents. A special thanks goes (o Jean Hamilton who staried this project and the offic-
ers of the Improvement Association and Garden Club. To quote Sally Harper, “The cares of
population encroachment, pollution and traffic are casily forgoticn as one tums off Midlothian and
proceeds over the dam into this oasis of beauty and tranquility.”
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) Facing east the dam is on
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Early aerial view of
Sylvan Lake.
(Probably taken by
the Wright Brothers).
Midlothian Road is
the large road in the
lower left. The
beach, white raft,
and two sail boats
can be seen




The Creation of Sylvan Lake

Sylvan Lake, asmall privaic lake and subdivision
of aboul 180 homes, was the first man-made lake in
northern lilinois. The lake was created and the sur-
rounding arca developed by Mr. August Schwerman in
1923 and 1924. Originally it was a slough containing
springs and a flowing stream. Mr. Schwermandammed
the strram and the lake formed. Others interested in
Jand devclopment observed the results and quickly
followed suit. Countryside and Forest Lake were
among them.

The siory of Sylvan Lakc could hardly be told
withoultelling somc of the historical back ground of the
August Schwerman family.  August’s father Henry
was born in Hanover, Germany February 25, 1833, He
left his farm in 1854 10 find his fortune in Amcrica. He
bought forty acres of wild land in Fremont Township
and worked so industriously that by 1891 hc owned
two-hundred and forty-five acres.

August, the man who brought Sylvan Lake into
the world, was bomn at Gilmer. He studicd iclegraphy

in Mundelcin as a young man and became the telegraph
operator and freight agent for the E. J. & E. He was
appointed postmaster at Gilmer where he operated the
general merchandise store and lumber yard. He seryeqd
as treasurer of the Countryside Fire Protection Asso-
ciation, president of the Sylvan Lake Improvemen
Association and amember of the Board of Directors of
the Lake County National Bank in Libertyville. He lef
Gilmer aficr forty-five years in the store and moved (o
a large lovely home he built on the slope overlooking
the dam at 221 Highland where he lived until his death
in 1949,

In the carly 1900’s this area was essentially the
samec as it had been before the white man came. The
area was surrounded by a hilly, wooded area at amuch
higher elevation. The swales were boggy, full of rank
growing swamp vegctation plus pretty wild flowers
including buticrcups, commonblue viclets, dog-toothed
violcts and wild geraniums. It was a wild area, un-
doubtedly beautiful, though there probably were few
who thought so at the time. Inthe early 1900's swamps

AG Schwerman & Co General Merchandise Store located in Gilmer in the early days.
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and sloughs were considered uscless, good-for-noth-
ing wastelands. However, August had a vision that the
swamp would make a good lake with houses built on
the rolling wooded hills.

The first remembered bridge over this stream was
built by Mr. Ed Umbdenstock. He cut trees, piled the
logs overthe stream and then laid planks across the top
so he could drive over it. This worked quite well,
cxcept that afier heavy rains the stream overflowed and
washed out the bridge which then had to be rebuilt.

In the 1920’s there was a great demand for
summer homes in this area. Mr. Schwerman's idea for
anew lake began to materialize. His plan was 1o crcate
his own lake out of the big 0ld slough by damming it at
one end, leveling and deepening in spots, and culting
and removing some dmber. He would subdivide into
lots, build roads, provide well water and install electric
power. The lots were only to be offered for sale to
Lutherans as a private summer resort.

A large Lutheran Church picnic was held on what
is now the west side of Sylvan Lake. A baseball game
was played between the Concordia Colleges of Mil-
waukee and River Forest. The church ladies served
lunch and Mr. Schwerman distributed a large white
paper advcrtising his plans for this privaie resort.
According to Mrs. Umbdcnstock, “This was the first
news most people had of the project.”

August started construction of the lake. A dam
was built of large rocks and stones cemented together.
When it was partially complcted, heavy rains fell and
washed it away, making it nccessary to start over. The
waler began to rise and in a fairly short time a pond
staried 1o form, which continued to grow until it be-
came a beautiful lake, August named it Sylvan Lake
which literally mcans surrounded by trees.

By the summer of 1924 the lake had risen to a
satisfactory level. Augustdrove uptothe Spring Grove
Fish Hatchery and hauled fish back in milk cans 10
stock the lake. The beach was developed and a pier
built.  Mr. Studer surveyed and laid out the lots.

A.G. Schwerman (standing on truck} end cans of fish from
Spring Grove Harchery for stocking Sylvan Lake.

Community wells were put in and pipes were laid o
cach lot. Roads, beginning with Sylvan Drive, were
built by Ed, George and Clem Umbdcnstock, Ed Jones
and Harmie Bauman.

‘The first three lots were sold on October 8, 1924
to Charles F. Thoms, a retired businessman of Oak
Park for $1,500 cach. The Libertyville weckly paper,
the Register, reported that ““Mr. Thoms' intention was
tobuild asevenroom cottage withbasementand a large
porch this winter and the balance next spring.” The
first home, however, was built by Bob Lucbbe for the
Helberg's. More cottages were built including one for
Alben Gilster and another for William Busse. All of
the early homes were summer collages.

Work was begun on the side bays. While deep-
ening the wesl swalc, trouble developed in the form of






Garden Club

Sylvan Lake families have always taken pride in
beautifying theirhomes with gardens and landscaping.
The first meeting of the Garden Club was held at the
home of Mrs. Gilster on August 21, 1941, Genrude
North was the first president. The women of the lake
met for the purpose of organizing an auxiliary 1o the
Sylvan Lake Improvement Association. The club's
major purpose would be to beautify the areas around
the lake.

Inscription under newspaper photograph.
“Pictured are eight of the i3 original members of the Sylvan Lake Garden ciub who

aitended a party given in their honor recently ai the home of Mrs. Harry Chalmers. the .
club was founded in 1941, Seated, lefi to right, are Mrs. August Schwerman, Mrs. Louis ton.

Bussone, first secrelary-treasarer, Mrs. M. Lynn North, first president, and Mrs, Charles
Stayart, first vice president. Standing, left to right, are Mrs, Arthur Gitster, Mrs. Charles
Wallrab, Mrs. Lyman U, liaviland, and Miss Lena Scherman

(Photo by Marion S. Schroeder.)

The second meeting was held in July 1942 and the
first of many fund raising projects was begun, The
Garden Club hoped to eam $34 by selling 144 bottles
of vanilla. Although this took two years the goal was
eventually attained. Some subsequent carly projects
reporiedly eamed up to $1200! In the early years the
Garden Club loaned the Association money when
funds were short. The loans were usually canceled.

The first few years Garden Club meetings were
held only in the summer “because so many left the 1ake
for their respective home on account of school open-
ings.” During the 50's, however, the monthly meetings
cvolved. In addition to sponsoring a girl scoul troop
and summer swimming
lessons, memorable pro-
grams included: Come as
you are breakfasts, Book
reviews, Crazy/tacky hat
contests, Wine fastings,
Recipe nights, Card par-
ties, White elephant par-
ties, Fashion shows, For-
cignexchange studentsand
Meat cuiting demonstra-
tions.

In 1943 the group
decided to send cards to
members who were hospi-
talized and flowers when
there was a death. The
Sunshine Commitice was
formed in 1957 (o camry
out this function and con-
tinuestodo this today with
the added task of greeting
all new residents with a
member of the Associa-
Since 1965 many
residents have appreciated
Rita Rak's Sunshine ac-
tivities and delicious cock-
ics.

LOMPILLLY BY THE

SYLVAN LAKE GARDEN CLUB

1974 Garden Club Money Making project

In 1988 the Garden Club assumed responsibility
for the Meals at Home Program. This effort was
originally staried by Betty Scharff and the Sylvan Lake
Women'’s Bible Study Group in 1983. Almost 100
meals are served annually to ill residenis and their
families.
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“Vanilla" order form used in early money making project

Social Events

Many dances, camivals, card games and house
parties have been held through the years for fun, and
funds, forthe community. It the early years these fund
raisers were a main source of support for all lake
improvements, as well as regular expenses. The Win-
ter Club and Snow Shovelers sponsored parties into the
early 1970’s. The Sylvan Lake Improvement Associa-
tion sponsored annual danees welcoming all Newcom-
ers. In November 1962, the dance orchestra cost only
$85. These early dances were well atiended and
featured refreshments following a Grand March led by
Kurt and Louisa Koppitz. One of the most memorable
dances was that orchestrated by Lance Penney com-
memorating the bicentennial. Period dress, portrait
photos and elaborate decorations contributed 1o the
success. Dances were held at the Countryside Fire
Station but when the cost of renting the facility rose,
otherbuildings were explored. One of the best urnouts
followed the winter lake dredging. A “Let’s Get Back
Together” dance was held at the Village Bamn in Haw-
thom Woods. Western dress and casual atmosphere
was the theme. A low treasury balance meant music by
records, but at the last minute, Ann Cavanaugh iracked
down anew group of musicians who donated their ime
for the experience and the refreshments.

Dance attendance staried to decline so the Asso-
ciation and the Garden Club looked for other events to
draw residents together socially. Fourih-of-July and
Labor Day picnics had long been a feature and they
continue to draw big crowds. On Labor Day “1976"
activities included a fishing derby, volley ball, lunch at
the park, games at the beach, sailboat races, canoe
races, row boat races, swimming events, baseball at the
park, adult games and a raffle. Olderieenagers jousted
with padded poles while balancing in canoes. Some-
how the Washbum boys always seemed to win this
event.

In the fall of 1975, Sally Harper and Marsha
Swissler organized the first annual Oktoberfest. Syl-
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- Garden Club proposed & funded junk pick-up.

- Mr. Fain reported, *“The sump pump took care
of water at Schwerman Park successfully dur-
ing two recent heavy rains.”

1969 - Scwers installed and road temmible for two years.

- Garden Club started a clean-up day and pur-
chased sand for the beach.

1970 - Special gen. meeting assessed $15 for fish kill.

- Fish kill was 98% effective with 10,000 blue-
gills and 5,100 bass stocked.

- Garden Club request $2 per household to pay
for beach patrol on week-ends.

1971 - Tennis court cost estimated at $9,300.
- Garden Club organized a tree planting project.
- Annual meeting postcard notice - 6 cents each.

Sleding down the” Mill".
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- Dues at $30.

- Sylvan Smile newsletler started.

- Garden Club reported 100 trees planted.
1972 - First discussions of lake aerators.

- Association, under John Chesney, assumed the
clean-up responsibility from Garden Club who
continued the leaf raking.

- Speed bumps were discussed.

- Don Bjorklund organized the construction of
243 feet of new curb at beach.

- Discussed the need to bury drainage hese in
Schwerman Park.

- More discussions of Sylvan Lake incorpora-
tion.

- More discussion regarding burying piping at
Schwerman park.
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1973 - Hose will be buried by hand when ground
thaws.

- Basketball courts proposed with potential for a
tennis court.

- Newcomers dance cost $5 per couple.

- Hose will be buried when ground dries.

- Eighty couples attended dance.

- Pipe in Schwerman Park will be buried.

- Use of electric motors in lake voted down.

- The first Shorelinc announced a fishing derby.

- Special general meeting: Pipein Schwermanto
be buried; $502 profit from Newcomer dance 1o
go towards basketball court at Community
(Bjorkland) Park; Metal building approved for
beach.

- Lee “Carp” Dickinson snagged 31 bluegills in
fishing derby. Scott Hanson caught 56 fish. In
total 367 were taken.

- Basketball court poured at Schwerman Park
and a beach building construcied.

1974 - Old boat house dismantled.

- Hawthom Woods expressed desire 10 annex
Countryside and Sylvan Lakes before
Mundelein annexes. Tax basis would be 99
cents for Mundelein and 48 cents for Hawthom
Woods,

- Decision 10 have mini fish kill to reduce blue-
gills.

- Playground equipment at Schwerman updated.

- Guest speaker at annual meeting discussed the
Hwy 53 extension.

1975 - Pipe at Schwerman will be buried.
- First ¢lean-up day with free refreshments,

- Bjorkland Park named after Don for all of his
selfless community efforts,

Kurt Koppirz
and Walss
Connell, above
and Louise
Koppirz below
bringing home
groceries after
a big snow in
the I940's
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Mustachio! Sylvan Lake - @ nice place to raise o mustache!
Front row: Stan Rak, George Hamilion, Carl Pearson, back row
Rich Borst, John Zenner Jr.

Hot air ballons over the lake.
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Sailboais on the late have been a special ireat for those who like

One of the greatest winter aclivities for the kids is sleding down
to sail and for those thal just like to waich!

the hills and onio the lake.
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